This famagus sketrh

by Shankar appeared
ol the cover of his
enllection - Don't Spars
Me, Shoankar. The

ariginal sketeh was
drawn in the context of
Imlin’s Ching poliey, But
this cartoan capliores
the diusl mles of the
Congress during the ¢ra
ol one-party domlnsnes,

It thes af:apf.er: -

The challenge of netign-huilding cavarsd I e Lt dhaples. was
accompanied by the clisllesige of insfitifing démocalic pollilcs Thus
glectargl competition among poliveal parliss Begin Ininediaizly sfis
Indepandanice I s chapisr, we ook at the firg| decide of sleddors]
palitics in sriies Lo und=sidhd

« |he sslablishmsol of 3sysiam of resand BEirsliezlions

« lhe dotticativn of the Congres=panty in ha Jesss imnsedisisly
afat Indesshdances, =id

« |hesmzrosnte of oppusilion parties and thsll polgi=s
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ERA OF ONE-PARTY
DOMINANCE

L] L]
e ::'rf butlding democracy

You fow have an dea ol the difficull elrtumstunees o which
Independent ulla was Dorns You huawve read aboul the sedious
challenge of notlon=buildinge that confronled the country right in tie
beginning. Faced with such serious challenges. leaders in 'many other
countries of the wordd decidid that their cotntry could nol afford
to hove demoeracy. They said thoat noconad undly was their lrst
privrily and Ut democracy. wil inlredduce dilerences” pod conllivls.
Therelare miany ol the counirics that grined reedot rom colomialls
experienced non-demooratie rule. Tt wok varioas: furms: nominal
democracy bun eifective contral by one leader, one pary ruleor direet
army rule. Non-democeritic regimes slways stirted with g promise of
restoring demperiey vory sson. Bul once ey esighlishied themselves.
iwas very dillicull Lo dislodge them.

The eondittons if Tudia were nol very dillerenl. But the leaders of
the newly dependent Indis decided Lo ke the more dilicdle path.
Any olher path would have been surprising: for our freedom striggle
wits deeply commitied (o (he iWdea of demoerney. Oue Teaders wiere
conscious of the eritieal role ol politesin sny demoeeacy JThey did not
see politces as aprobleo: they saw 1oas o way of solving e problemis.
Every society mecds Lo dechde low 1wl govers sl regulote nselll
Thiere are always different policy allernatives Lo chdose o Thire
are dilferent groups with different gnd conllieting sspirntions. How
do 'we esolve these differences? Demoesitic polilics 15 an ‘answer (o
this guestion. While eompetition and power are 1he two most visible
things about polites. the purpose of politieal aetivity s and sHould be
deciding med pursuing public ibterest This 1s the route our leaders
dectded Lo ke,

Last yeor yvou stodiod how our Constitution was draliod
Yoo would remomber Wt the Constitolion was adopied on
26 November 1949 and signed on 24 Jamaory 1850 and il caoe inie
elfeel on 26 Joanoery 1850, AU thal tme the coumtry was being rinded
by an interime govermment. [ was now oecessary o install the first
domoeratically elecwed  governmani of the country. The Constitnlion
hoed baded elown the rules. oow the machine hod 1o be polan place.
Iitintly o was thought that Chiswas ondy aomatier of o few months: The
Election Cammission of ndia was sel up indanuary 1950, Sokomar
Son became e irst Chiel Election Commissioner. The coumley's first
gemrral eleetions wore cxpected somotiome in 1830 itseli
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Politics in India séuc nm'e;»ﬂn’m;.e

Bul the Eleetion Commissian discovered Hhol i, was ool @oirsg Lo
bhe easy to held o free gl lar electios o a coastry of Indi's sie.
Holding an cleolion reguired delmmitalion or drawing the boundanes
o the cleclom] comstilpencies, 1t also roguized propascing tho clectomn)
olls. or the list of &l the gitizens chigible (o vele. Both these lasks ook
g ol ol time. When the st drall of Ve rolls was poblished. i€ was
disvovered that the names of nesely 40 lgkh woemies were il recocded
m e Hs) They wene sanply isted as “wile of (.27 or “deaghiter of 27
The Elechipn Commission rofused (o aceepl thiese entnes snd erdencd
w-revisian i pessible and deletion il pecessary. Prepanng lon (e st
goneml clectiin,. wes 8 mammol i oxertise. Nooleclion  on) s stade
had vver been conducied  m the wordd beluere. At that o there
wernn 17 erore elipible voless, who hisd to eleet abowl 3200 MLAS snd
458 Mombers of Lok Sabha. Only 15 per oong of these elimble voters
were Hierate. Therelare the Eleglion Commpssion had (o think of some
spoctal method ol voling. The BElection Compession maned over 3
lnkh oflicers und polling stsfl o vonduct The oloctions

11 wars ol st the stee of thwe country and Hhe clodiorate thal msde
this vlechion unmsual. The st soeera] cloclion was also Uie st g
sl of demoemey noppoor and iliterste countny. Till then demosmey
hieed pxested only in the prosperous counlnies, mamly i Europe and
North Americe. where neorly pveryoiw wes. [Herate. By that Vi
many countnes i Eumpe fd ool gives yvolng rights to el women,
o hes condexl Jodies experanent with) umiversal adult Inanohise

A vertimousls  unpressian ol e elocbion coounifies formusd b 1he Congress foocloonse party
curilifate= (i M5 O e coputiiles, lesbles Melie: Moraril Desai, Ball Absebey ] Bilwal
Dy BAOC. Moy, Kamibro] Nader, Rapagoplilichact Jagian Ham o Mioolede Adad. 0P Mishira,
0 Teewdbony aonck Grorcinnd BaTipbd Fanr
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tra «y’ One-party Datstimance 29

Changing methods of voting

—r—————=—=—) These days we use an Electronic Voting. Machine [EVM) lo record vaters'
— T it pmfa:aunesﬂutmalhnﬂlhuwmmaned In the flrst general election it
v s L | was decided to place inside sach paliing booth & box for each candidate
g With the electish symbol of that candidste Each voler was given s blank
= | ballat paper which they had to drop inta the Box of the candidate they
mee TERLL Wanted to vote for Aboul 20 lakh steel boxes were used far this purpose.

| A presiding officer from Punjsb descrited how he

| “"  &E| prepared the ballot boxe=—Each box had o have
‘- M| Its candigale’s symbol, both Inside and outsids it

and outside an gither =ide, had to be displayed the
2| name of the candidate in Urdu, Hindl and Punjabl
1 Lt} | slong with the number of the constituency, the
—— ﬁ polling station and the polling booth The paper

seal with the numerics! descriplion of the candidate,
i ~*—| signed by the prasiding office:. had to.be Inssrtad in
the token frame and lts window closed by its door
Asmiigte ol e whikh had to be fixed in Eplﬂﬂ&ﬂ“h!ﬂﬂ‘lﬂimﬂb'j means
lﬂnlum of & wirz Al this liad to/be done on the day previous-io'the
te it one fheetd for polling. To fix symbels and labels this boxes
e pimveeniy  Biad first lo be rubliad with Sandpaper 6r 2 maf Eﬂﬂt I

wwm found that it took abott fiys Hours farsix p
Sabn W my e ﬁaughiam. 1o mmmateﬂﬁ‘s wﬁrﬁ Al ﬁ'ﬂ& Wins dons
atmy hous= "

Aftar the first two slections, this masthod was changed Now the ballot paper
camied the names and symbols of all the candifatas and the voter was required
1o put & stamp on the name of the candldate they wantad to votefor. This mathiod
worked fornaarly forty y=ars: Towards the end of 1990 the Electisn Commission
startad using the EVIM. By 2004 the entirs country had shified to the EVM,
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30 Politics in India séuc EM#JH:{HELE

uppoarcd vory bold ass] nsky. An lndian oditor called it “the
bigpest pamble m hstony”.  Orgoniser: & magarime, wrole
Vel Joawsharisl Nebro “would Hve o cordess the afare
ol vmiversal wdolt franchise my India™. A Dritsh omember ol
Vine lmddian Civill Seovico clammod dhal “p hehuae angd ooore
catightesied age will view with sstlonishment the sbsurd famce
ol reverding the voles ol mitbomss ol iliterate people”.

The clectioms hagd 1o be postponed twice amd boatly held
Iran Owtobwer 1951 (o Februmry 1952, Dol this cleetion is
referred o oss the G2 electon siooe mest purls ol the
vountry voled m Jumueny 1952 [0 toek =ix menths for
thie campaigning, polling sml connting to be copleted.
Elvetions woere cempoetitive — thoeoe wens 08 ams iverase Do
Vo lour cumthdaies lor cach seat. The love] ol parlicipation
wiis coeoarading — mooe Usan hadl the oligihle voles tamed
oul to vole on the day of cleclions, Whes the mesults were
declared thesy weny acegpled as faic eeenvby Hhe Josers.
The lndinn cxpenmenl fiad proved thy colies woong The
Timres ol Jaadia hekl ) the polls hgve Sponfounded ul] these
seeptics who thoughl the nproduction of adull mochsse
oo n:ih:.‘ unl expermnenl m this couniny™. The Hindustan
Times climed that “thome ds woiversal agreemenl thal the
Indian people have conducted thomsclves pdmimably in the
larges] experimicen! m domocrabe clections m the historny of
e world™, Observers pulsigdo dts were equally impressed.
India’s genersd clection of 1952 beeame a lnodmerk in the
Msiovy of demormey-all over the warld, I owas o Jonger
pussihle o apgue' thal democratie cloctions could et be held
inn copsditions of poverty ure iick of edocation, || proved that
demperacy vould be pracieed enywhene i the world

Corc_.gr:f mee i tfwﬁm: three
gener elections

Thit pesults of the lrst genera] election did not sarprise snyoene. The
Tnielbinn National Congiress was oxpectod oo wil s elecUon. The
Congress purly, s L wits popularly knows, had irberited the legacy
ol the national movementl. 1L was the onlv parly then (o have b
organisation spread all over the country. And Onallv. in Jawehioedal
Nehro. the party had the most populor and chitismatic leader in
Inediin polites. He led the Congrvss coaddpaiiin and owured theough
the couvntry: When e (il esulis were deelomed. the extent ol the
vitlory ol the Congress did sarprise miany. The parly 'won 304 ol the
280 deals o the sl Lok Sablue and lisgshied way alivid ol aoay olher
clulesper. The Communiat Porly of India st chme sexl o lerths
ol seuls won onlv 16 seals. The stale dleclions wiere hoeld with dhae
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Lok Sabhis evlectlons, The Congress scoreed

big viclory 0 thase elections as well. It won

d Bﬂck l  majorily of seals In all the stistes exceplt

0 Travancore-Cochin  (part of today’s Keraly),

At cmlm Mudras and’ Orissa. Finally cven in these

states Lhe Congress domied the govermmont.

So the parly ruled all over the couniry al the

mattioriy] and the state Jevel. As expeeted,

Jawaharinl Neliro became the Primme Minister
after Lhe lirst general eleclion

A look al e electoral muap on e
previons pugde would glve vou  n svnse of
the domtnanee of the Congress during
the peried 1932-1962. In (b second and
the tldnl peneral elecllons, Hekd In 1957
and 1962 respeclively,  the Conptress
mninldined the samé gosition in lhe Lok
Subiha by winning threc-louritl: ol e
scle. Nane of lhe opposiiton partics

conl] win even one-lenth ol the number

of senl=won by the Congress [nihe stule
sssrinbly clectians, the Congress did notl get
musjorily o o'lew cascs. The most sanilicant
of these cuses was in Korale 0 1957 when @ voalition jed by the
CP) fprmed the goyernmend,. Apard o oxeoptions like this, the
Congress cantrolled 1he natienal and alf the siate governmonts

The exteal ol the victary ol The Congross was acifcially
bousted by our eledtoral systene: The Congross won Uhree o) of
overy loursests bul it did sol got even hiall ol the voles. In 1952,
for rmi_np!t'_ 1he Congress olfained 45 per cent ol the 1ola) voles
Bast womammaged: (o win 74 per cond ol thie seals The Soctalis)

st gol v Pary. the sceond largest party i terms ol yoles, seccarcd more

n khan 10 per cenl of the voles all gver the eoonbcy. Bal il couald
sol even wis tiree per cent ol thie scats, How did this happen?
For 1his. you peed (o recall the discussion aboual the Ersi-past-
thi posl anetizd m o yours texihock, ddion Censstibeian ol Work
ksl yrir

L RERE

it Ay o I
(1885.1964): A Gandhia

R

in this systim of clection. that has been adopted. in our
country. Lhe party that gels more voles than others lends (o get
v moch more than its proportional sharc. Thot b cxactly what
v workeil in lavoar of the Congress, II we add up the vates of all
the pon-Congress candidates it was more than the votis ol the

o=

Hﬁﬂhw 1 Congress, But the nan-Congress voles Wore divided  belvwion
r:lﬂﬂﬁ Wl’i’l‘hlﬂl}ﬁ i differont tival pantics and candidnies. So the Congdress was still
can '-HEHEEH} ¢ vy ahcad of the oppositiom and - managed o win.

Winister i 1957 :
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As cariy g= o 18957, the Congress party had the hiiiortasic of defenn i Bemils.
In the-assopdly clechons held in March 1957, the Communist. Party, wone the
largest cumber of scets e Bomla legistinore. The parly. wos 60 of thi
26 seals and hadothe support of live mdegendenis The governor inviled
E. M. 8, Numbeordiripad, the leaderal the Compnanise legislatone pacy] 1o lorm
i mtrris'f'rjl.- For ihio st i mgikheworkd o Commmist many govermmem

. it come o power throagh detsncralic glettions,

. 'Ebliﬁﬂnﬂ*pdm-nrtti,lhrgiﬂh' the Qongressparty boegan o ‘Hberation stregglo’
against the cleeted governoomgot. The TR b ooe oo power on | Uie pronyiss aof
carrving ontradicat and preogressive policy messnres. The Commuomistscloamd
what the agiotion swasded by vested inlerests and rligions orgomisations

In 18589 the Congross govornmonl ol
phe  Conire  dismisssd the Qoomiomsl
o ermrner T -Remsad e aomdior Article 356 ol
e Camstiturion:) Ties desision proved very
coniroversial aorhitvies widely Siied ps on
ul Lhoeprigitinen] instanees of e mrsmss
of consi itotlonn! emergency, gowvors

EATS) Nomsbadalirino |I'd!fil].|_‘:_.-l pirtr s ey ol
ooy sl Purty workoms, afien s minisin wus
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i Socialist Party (P)

PPN
The origins of the Socialist Pary can be fraced

back te the mass movemeant siage of the Indian F 0 n u" nR D
National Congrass in the pre-indspendence ara TO #

The Cangress Sociallst Parly (CSP) was formed
within the Caongrees in 1934 by a group of young n SS p nnTu
leaders who wantled a more radical and egalitarian

Congress In 1948, the Congress amended fis :

constitution to prevant its members from having a
dual party membership. This forced the Soclalists te
form a separate Socialisi Party in 1948 The Party's
elecloral performance caused much disappointment
to itz suppanters. Although the Party had presence in
most of the siates of India, it could schigve elactoral
success only in & few pocksts.

Tha socialists belleved  in

: Waaaay the ideology of democralic
Z g o ¢ socialism which distinguished
Z / - . them bothfromthe Congress as
: - well 35 from the Communists

Thay criticiced tha Congress
for. faveuring capitalists and
landlords and for ignoring the oIl FANESER T VAR 4
workers and the peasantz But
the soclalisis faced a dilemma
when In 1955 the Congress declared its goal to be the
socialist pattern of socisty Thus it became difficult for the

.. 'ﬁtt““l“’ Narendra ' soclalisks to present themselves as an sffective allemative
: .n“ (1889.1956): 1o the Congress Some of them, led by Rammanohar Lohia,
+ | Freadom: ﬂgh’l'gr L increasad thelr distancs from and criticism of the Cangrass
'. “h-‘" party Some olhers like Asoka Mahts advocated 3 limited

e
T TYTTTirY

g
Y e B

i |

T R M
i L) GiliL R
l-'

Hjﬂﬂw W% cooperation with the Congress
mﬁuth s - The Sacialist Party went through many splits and raunions
freadom ma il > leading to the formation of many soclalist parties. These
] m-lmﬁﬂ * included the Kisan Mazdoor Praja Pariy, the Praja Secialist
1o el . Parly and Samyukts Soclalist Party. Jayaprakash Narayan
" of Buddhism, sfter © Achyut Patwardhan, Asoka Mahta, Acharya Narendra Dey,
' .'hmm lad the | Rammanohar Lohiz and S M. Joshi wars among the leaders
-.wﬁpﬁr and . af the socizlist parties. Many pariies in contamparary India,
: mﬁm}d Sociakist - ke the Samajwadi Pariy, the Rashiriys Janats Dal Jansia
1 Dal (United) and the Janata Dal (Secular) trace thelr ariging

1o the Socialls! Party,

F
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tra «y’ One-party Datstimance

Nature # Congress dewinance

Inglia is not the oply couniny to howve experiencoil the doanimpnee ol
one party. I we look around the world, we find many other cxamples

ol one-party  domimanee. Bul (here 8 o0 dctuclel
il el Bedween) Fesie pnd the Tdiin experiente.
[n ihe pest of e chses e domiioiee ol ong party
wis ensured by ‘cothipromieing. demoersiey . In sbmid
rouniries ke Clilhn, Cobus and Syrit thie cédnstibution
perttiits only a single party Lo rule the counley. Sameé
Olhers HEe Myaniree. Belams Egypl, ond Edfires sdive
clleciively one-party stulies du ol lega] ord milllary
mcasures, Unlil a few voars sgo, Nexliéo, Soalh
Korca wid Talwan weie also ellettvely oni-parcly
disrilraril sibbes, Whal distiiiiiishued (e dotrinance
ol the Copgress purty in Indii [rom all hese cases
wins [ happened undes demolralie covidiiions. Mony
piaflties cofjlested cledUlons Cn eondillofis ol [oe
and e c¢lectons and yvel the Congress moanigced
o win cleclon afler clecilon. This was simijlar to
ihe domiionee the Alrichn Naljonal Congress has
crijoyed in South Alfiea afler the imd ol apartheid.

The rools of thls exitbiordinary stcdi=g ol the
Congress parly g0 buck 1o the léghey of e livediom
siupgle. Congreds wiss siqcnl ws Inhédlor ol Hhe
i bionel movenenl Mony [caders wlio were Uy Hhe
lorciront ol thal strugdle were now conlesiing elections
gy Corprrss candidoles. The Congress wis dlivady o
viry woll-organise] perty and by e Wine D other
partles dould even think ol'a sivbiedy, (he Congress

=245k
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36 Politios in Indéa strc ;'miqmm‘au

tused sdriely storied its cnmpaign. o el many poartics
wers formed only pround lide pendenee orsllor thist, Thaas,
the Congress had the ‘ficst off the blocks” sdvantage. By
the timo ol Indvpendence (he pacly had not only spread
wiross the length amd Yresdth of the comntoy g wo bad
seen i the maps bul alse had an orgamisolion:! network
dowe o the lpeal level, Most ouportantly, as the Congross
wiis Hil reeuntly o slional movemmont, s natoare was
all-melastve, AR these  fclors . contriboated. W the
dominanve of Lhe Congress parly,

Congress as social and ideclogical coalition

You hove afready siudied the history ol how Congress
evilved rom iis arigins in 18585 asa pressurs group for the
newly cidueaied. professional and commercial classes o
amassmoveanen in e iwentioth centory, This bnid the
hasis lorits eventoal transformation mio 3 mass paliticad
party and iis subscquontl domination of the politival
systor. Thos the Congress began as o party dominom ed by
the English speaking, upper caste. tpper middic-cliass and
urbwen elite, Bual with ¢very civil disobedience movement
it loomedhied, §is socinl base widenod. 11 bronghu ingether
diverse groups: whose interesis were glten eontradietory,
Peasarts arel industsinlists, urban dwellorsand villagers;
workers and owners; middle, lower and upper classes and castes, all
frurid space i the Congress: Gradually, its leadership also expanded
bevand tHe upper custe and upper closs professionals o agricoliure
hinsed leadors with oorural oneniotion: By the tme of Independenee.
the Congress was trapsformed. inlo aorainbow-like social coalition
trpandly representing Indin's diversity in lorms
ol classes arud castes, religions angd langnages
ond various mienesis,

Muny of these groups owrged their-identity
within the Congress. Very ofien they did not
ond gonfinued 1o exist within the Congross
o groups gnd individusds holding difforent
belinks: In (his sonse the Congress: was an
ideotogicnl coulition as well, 1 avcommodared
ihe revolotionary and poeifisi. conservative and
rachonl, extromist anid modornte and the right,
lell and ail shades of thie contre. The Congross
wirs a ‘platform’ lor mumorons groups, ntorests
and even politiesl panics (o lake part in lhe
nittionad rrovement., In pre-Indopendenee disys,
many  arganisations and oparties  withe their
o constitution and erganisational siructare
wore allowed 1o exist within the Congress,
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In the eardy 1920s communist groups
amergad In dgiffersol parts of Iridia taking
inspiration from the Bolshevik revolution
i Russta and advocating sociallsm a= the
solution to problams affecting the country
From 1935, the Communists worked mainly
from’ within the fold of the Indian Mational
Congress A parting of ways took place in
December 1841, when the Communists
decided o support the British In thel war
against Nazl Germany Unlke cther non-
Congress pariles the CFl had a well-olied

party machinery and dedicated cadie

al the iime of Independence. However,
Independsiice ralsed diffsrent volces In
the gaity The basic guestion' that koubled

the parly was the nalure
of Indian Independencs

Wwas freadom a cham?

Seon afler ndependencs

tha parly thought that tHe brarisfer of power in 1947 |

was not Irue Indepsndence and encouraged violerit
vprisings I Telangeng The Communists falled o
genaftale popular suppoit for thelr position and were

West Bengall BiHar and Kerala

crushad by the armed forces. This forced them fo W g

rethink their pesition. In 1951'the Communist Party =

abandoned the path of violent revolution and decided T §ed = N

to participats In the spproaching general alectons. ﬁ:ﬂi-w&mmﬂlﬂ

In the first general slection. CPI won 16 saals and lend -ﬁ'bi:n'itl i '

armerged as the largesl opposition parly. The party’'s - msrk&&-mz‘al Gq :

supporl was more concentrated In Andhra Pradesh, . nnrkurhfﬁ:fly i Eil . '
the Communist Paity in

A K. Gopalan, 3.A Dange, EMS. Nambeodiripad « 4839 afier the spiitin

P.C. Joshi, Ajay Ghosh and P Sundarraye were ﬂhﬂurmmnm?mfy

among the notable lsaders of the CPI The Party werit ©  in 1964 joined the

through 2 majorspit in 1954 fofllowing the ideclogical 1 CPI (M) nhdwnﬁlad

rift between Soviet Union and China. Tha pro-Sovist | for sfengihening tha

faction remainsd as the CPlL while the apponsnts | - respectsd asa

formed the CFI(M). Both these perfies continus to | - Membas

axist to thiz day
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This Maralhi Tim, based on Anin
Sadhu's two noveke Simhasan'
antd Mumhsl DingrC.  depichs
e fussle Tor e post of Chisf
Mmister mhaharashtra The stony
= i tmguah jourmalis D
Tipnis as tha s|lent Sutradnar 1
fries (o caplure the infense power
=iruggie within the ndling party
and the sscondary rofe of (he
CppocHion

France  Mimster, Vishvwaseo
Dathade Is making ali-out eficis
i unsast Ihe IncumGsnt Chist
Minister Boih contahdeds &
trying (o wod g2 dmon igader
T'Casta to obtain his supgort In
init fachinnaiight. olher polficlans
loo =28k [0 pbisin madmum
athamege while bargaining with
both sides. Smugaling n Mumos
and e grim sociai redlity In 1ural
Maharaghira form the sub-piols in
{izs {iim

¥aar 1051

Diractor Jabbar Pat=l
Scresnpiay; Viay Tendular
izast Nild Pnadis, Arum- Samaily,
Or Snrasram Lanoo. Ssieh
D=, Datts Bhat Madmaksr
Totedmal, Madhav Watve Mohan
Agazhe

22456
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Smme ol hese, ke e Congmoss
Sociabsl Parly, loter soparated from
the Condress ] bocamo oppesiion
parlies, Desple dillcronoss regarding
the melheds, specilic progammes aoad
polieies. Ve, prarty. menaged: o oo
il nol resolve differonees amd buld &
COIESUTISILS

Tolerance and management
of factions

Thiz voalltion-like vhariwter of the
Conpress gave | an nnusual strenuth
Firstly, # eoalilion avconanodiles all
those whii join L. Theeelbre, L his
Lo avold any extromi
atfile o blunes ant plifost oll issues,
Compromise angl inehesSveness ure the
hallmurks of & conliVion, This stedlegy
put  the opposition  inoa diflieally
Anyvihing hal the opposilon wanted
to say, wWpuld nlso lind a pluve in
the peogramune and tdeology o the
Congress,  Scoomldly, ity o party (had
b the nuture of b eonlilion, Lhtre s
groaler loleninee of inlernul differeneds
and ambilions of varons groups
and leaders are wecommodaled, The
Congress didd both thede things during
the Frevdon siruale and contdnmuoed]
doing his even aller nidependence
Thut 1w why, cven il b group was nol
happy with the postlion of the party
or with Is share of power, || would
romndn instde the perty and ght 'the
other groups ruthér than leaving the
piarty prd becombng un ‘opeposibon’

position and

These groups inddde e parly an
=lled Bdtions: The coalitlonal mislur
ol e Congress puarly loleraled  wiud
in ludl encourhisdd voriows aelons
Some ol these Jactlons wene blisdéd
o' iddologicsl  consideriations  Hidl
very ollen (hise [pellons were mooléad
in persunn] ambilions and fivairies
Il esi] ol belne o wenkiness ifilernnd
sifcnglh ol

mictionalism bécameé o
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=) Bharatiya jana sangh (8S)

The Bharatiya Jana Sangh was
formed in 1951 with Shyama
Prasad Mukharjee as its foundsr-
Prezidenl. Itz lineage hawever
¢an be traced back to the
Rashiriya Swayamsevak Sangh
[RS8 and the Hindil Mahasabha
before Independence

The Jana Sangh was diffsrentirom
other parties In terms of ideslogy
and programmes. It emphasised
the idea of one county, one
culture. and ohe nation and
belleved that ths country could

bBecomyg mgdem.

Frﬂgﬁﬁ'&-{?ﬁ and strong "rt'ttnn-rnnfE
on the basis of Indian | prgmsammerty 1
eulture and raditions The 23 e

parly called for 2 reunion
‘of Indis snd Pakistan
in Akhand Bharal, The
patly was I forefrant of
the agiiation to replace
English with Hindi 35 tha
official [anouage of Indla
and was 3lso opposad o Whe granting of concessions
to refigious and cultiral minorties. The parly was |
3 consistent advocats of India developing nuclear |
weapons especially after China camied oul its alomic
tests In 1964,

In the 1950= Jana Sangh remained on the margins
of the slectoral politics 2nd was 2bie 1o ssture only 3 -
Lak Sabha seals In 1952 elaciions and 4 seats in 1357 |
general eleclions o Lok Sabha. In the early years s |

T YT N R T T T T AR EE R =

support came mainly fram the urban areas in the Hindl
speaking states like Rajasthan Madh','a Pradesh Dalkl °
and Uttar Pradesh. The party's leaders included Shyama -
Prasad Mukherjes, Dean Dayal Upadhyays and Balra] -
Madhok The Bharatiya Jfanata Party traces its roofs to
the Bharatiya Jana Sangh
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the Congross. Sinee there was room within e party for viorsoes-
fartions (o fght with cach othor: it preant that leaders representing
diffcren micmsts gmd ideolotios remained. within the Congress-
rothor than go oul and form o new party

Mos=t of the staie units el the Congress were made op al
pumerons faclisns, The factions teok difforent ideologioal positionms
making the Congress appear as g grand contras) party, The other
nirtics primarily attempled (o infloomee these faeiions angd thereby
mitiree iy nflucneed paticy g deosion matang I the " margins.
They wore {ar revnoved from the sctoa] exercise of authorly, Thicy
were 1l alierpatives 1o the raling panys insiead they consiongly
pressurised and cridoised. consurned and infhomecd e Congross
The systom of {aetions functioned as balancing mechanism within
the miting party, Politica] compelition therefore wok place withsin the
Congress: In that somse, ) the irst decade of elecioral competiion
the Congress aeted bothas thernating party as well asthe opposition.
Thal is why this periogd of Indion golitics has been deseribod as-the
Compresy sysiim’

Emergence ryf opposiiion parties

o Aswe have noted above, 3 is niot thal Indie did
= not have oppesition partics during this period.
! While discussing the resulis of the declions
wre hove already come gerpss the nomes ol
ey partics dther than the Congress. Even
then India had & arger number of diverse ancd
vibrant opposition garlics than many other
multi-party demoperacies, Somc ol these hod
come mlo being oven bhelome the st gemorsl
clection of 1952, Some of these partics played
an important part in the politics ol the country
it the sisties and seventics: The moots ol almgsi
all the no-Congress parties of today can bie
traced tp one or the other of the oppoesllion
partics of the 1950s

=

T

Clpeid i

All these opposillon partles suceceded in
gaining anly a (loken representation An the
Lok Sabhu and state assemblics during this
period. Yel Lheir prosence played a cructal role
i rnintaiodng (he democradt: chuarmneter ol the

"Tug of War™ @5 Auguet 1554 15 & cartimnist's svstent These parties allered 2 sustalped and
Fehpaer=silingn 4 e s=liilive -Ir:'[lﬁl.‘ll. il The eIl it willem L?[‘jnt'ill]i.‘ﬂ erbhdsnm ol e }H'I].l.t'k‘:l- andd
it Lthe goveriinienil. Sl on the e are Nedhru praeliees of the Congross plirty. This kepd the

and his cabines colleagues. Trying v toppie the ruling purty wnder check and ollen changed
tree e agipeasiibon eaders AW Gopulio. Acharya y s

Kewpiling, N.C. Chitteries Sriluntan Ni# and the balance of power within the Congriss. By
Sardir Hiikasn Siugh, RKeeping demoeratie political alternal bve alive,
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O eoubition: The key role of the Congress m
s he Feedom stroeele thoas pave o 8 faead
, slart over others: As the ability af the
. Congress 1o acevmmodate all inlerests

ﬂmmqud Mutlmj’u
(1901-1953); L=ader of
Hindu Mahasabha; foundar

ﬂfﬁhﬂmﬁjﬂi&:mﬁmh ardl @l wspirands lor politicsl power
mﬁmﬂﬂlm&ﬂrﬂcﬂm{ ' slendily doclined, pther political partios
aﬁﬁrkﬁpﬂrﬁmem : ' oslarted  gaiming  gronler  signifiennoee
hfmﬂﬂhiﬁfﬁm T e F i Congfness. domidnanee eopslifolos
Wﬁmmwm , nEdy ome pogse o Baeopolitics ol the
idember of Constituent s vountry, We shall come to the other

‘and tater the ﬁ[ili;ﬂtﬁ:ﬁbha , phusses o lafer parts ol this lextboak:
m&agpnﬁuﬂ 1o:India's policy of autonamy. :

to Jammu & Kashmir arrested durng Jana:

Sangh's agitation-agamst Kashmir palicy: died

during detention

1. Chogse the'correct option'ta fill in the blanks
(a) mmwmﬁéﬂmhﬁlﬂmmmumum
slactions tofhe Lok Sabitaapd . (The Frasitlent of
IWMW@FM#WMW}
(&) The pany &t won the second Brgsst nuitiber of Lok Sablhia seats

Four statements regarding one- party dominance are given below. Mark

=ach of them as tree or falze.

(a) One-party dominance Is rodled in the absance of sirong altemative
rofifical parties. , _

(b} One-party dominance occure becausa of waak public apinion

{¢) One-party dominance is finked to tha nation's colonial past

id) Om-pah!;y dominance refiects the absence of democratic ideals jn
| coun

in thé fiist elsttions wasthe __{Prafa Socishst Party/
&ﬁﬂmm Eﬂﬂgﬁ" Muﬂiﬂﬁﬂﬂfﬂf IndlaBharshys Jansls
(€) Onz of the gqldlng principles of the idedlogy of the Swatanta
' Famiwz_ N Mmmmwmmﬁmuf
""""i - F‘rmm}rﬂam#f""' sy free from ' Shfe control [ Aufondiny of
N | States witiin the Union) '
\) 2 Maich the fallowing leaders listed in List A with the parties in List B
M List A ListB
(al = S A Dange L -Hhaﬁhﬂ Jana Sangh
LL] {b), Shyama Prasad Mukharjee i
(¢} Minpa Masani ] iji Sﬁcla'lla; Party
ﬁ (@) AsokaMehta v  Communist Party of India

= & B
Ld
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4 Take a palitical map of India (with Stete outlines} and mark:
fa) two states whare Congrass was not in power at some point
_ dunpg 125257 8
(b) tivoatates wiere the Congress remainad in power thiough
this pariod.

5. Read the following passage atd answer the glestions below

‘Pafel, le arganisafional man of fhe Congrass wanled lo purgce the
Congress of offier pelibal groups and sought fo make of it & cohesive
and disciplined politieal party He  sought fo fake the Congress awsy
from s sil-embracing charsoler and fum # inlo & close-kmit party of
discmlingd cadres, Being 2 reahst he locked move for disopline than
for comprehension White Gandhl look too romantic 5 view of “camying
on the movement ™ Bafel's idea of iransforming the Congress into
sirctly palifical parly with a snole ideology and Gight disgipine showed
an egual lack of undersianding of the eclechic role thal the Congrass

a5 3 govemment, was lo ba called upoen e periarm in the decades 1o
follow.” — Rasa Komam

(2] Why does the author think that Congress should mmm

5 cohesive and dissiplived party? g S

(b] Give some axamples of tha eclectic mht‘aﬂh Egugmﬁanahﬁ
in the sarly years

{c)  Why duﬂams author =3y that E.mdhr;uﬂ Eahu;ft "

Make a chart of elections *lﬁadwwmﬁs‘h your: Stals since 1952
m&:ﬂ{mﬂdhﬂaﬂwhhﬁgm&mn aﬂmfm ‘mame of
mwﬂhﬂr;gm name of ruling. pam‘m"'_“ jes, nm#fﬁe Chigf

4
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